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Prose Literature Mark Scheme.

Thucydides Il. 34-65

1

(i) Pericles gives a positive impression of the Athenian system of government by praising the

city’s public institutions. He presents Athenian government as combining the best features of
democracy, (e.g. equality for all) and the best features of aristocracy (e.g. preference for
merit). He argues that poverty is no barrier to achievement in Athens and that humble origins
do not prevent a man from benefiting the city. He also says that the Athenians are tolerant in
their private dealings with each other and they do not disapprove of their neighbours if they
indulge in individual pleasures.

This section of the speech is carefully structured and highly rhetorical. Thucydides uses a
number of different contrasts to emphasise his points; e.g. mapaderypua d¢ paAdov ...
ppovpevol étépoug, (an example to others ... rather than imitating others), un éc oAtyoug
AAA" &g mAelovag (not for the few, but for the many), ovk &mo pégouvg ... am' apetnc (not from
rotation, but from merit), etc. He uses word order effectively (e.g. the delay of the subject
dnuoxpartia in the second sentence is particularly emphatic). His language is patriotic and
evocative. In contrast to the Spartans, the Athenians value freedom in both their public and
private lives. They conduct their public affairs freely éAevOépwe d¢ Td Te MEOS TO KOLVOV
ntoAttevopev, and they do not even harm their fellow citizens with disapproving looks ovdé
alnuiovg pév, Avmnoag d¢ ) OPel dxOndovac moootiBéuevor (a touching and amusing
point).

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

Xowpeba yap moAttei o0 (nAovoT) Tovg TV TEARS VOLOUG

TIAQADELY X D& UAAAOV ... T) HLHOVHLEVOL ETEQOVG

1 €g oAlyoug dAA' €g mAelovag

dnuokpatior kKEKANTAL

KQATO LEV TOUG VOHOUG ... KATa 0& TV &&lwoty

niaoL to loov (another delayed subject)

ATO HEQOVG ... T) ATT &QETNG

oLd' Al kAt meviav ... aflwpatog ddavela kekwAvtatl. (emotive language)
éAev0épwc d¢ (patriotic language emphasised by emphatic position in the sentence)
alnuiovg pév, Avmneag o¢

) OPetL axOnddvag mpootiBépevol

[9]
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(i)

(iii)

(i)

Translation is marked out of 15, divided by 3.

avemax0wg d¢ T D mpooopAovvteg (2 Marks)

T dNUOTLx dx d€0g pAaALoTa oL Ttaparvopovpev, (3 Marks)

TV TE alel &€V ApXT) OVIWV AKQOACEL Kal TV VOUwY, (3 Marks)

Kal HAALoTa avtv 600t Te €1t wdeAia Twv adkovpévwv ketvtatl (4 Marks)

Kat 6oot dypadot dvteg aloxVvvnv opoAoyovpévny Gpéoovarv. (3 Marks)

Pericles discusses the variety of forms of recreation available in Athens (use of the
superlative mAeiotacg). Again this provides a striking contrast with life in Sparta. He begins by
talking about the games and festivals held throughout the year and talks about the joy the
Athenians take from their elegant private houses. Pericles’ use of adjectives to add extra
detail to his description is effective here. He moves on to say that the size of the city of
Athens means that they can attract imports from all over the world. His tone in these lines is
both grand and patriotic (e.g. éx mdong ync t mavta) It is just as natural for the Athenians
to enjoy goods from abroad as it is to enjoy their own goods. This suggests the importance of
trade and empire to the Athenians. Pericles continues to use antithesis effectively; e.g. ta

avTOL Ayala ... T TWV AAAWV avOQWTIWV.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

TV TOVWV TIAELOTAS AVATIAVAQS TT) YV ETtooloapeOa,
aywot pév ye kat Ouotaig dietnoiolg

Olag 0 KATAOKEVALG EVTIRETETLY

KkaO' uéoav 1) TéoPis 10 AvTNEOV KA o0 EL

O péyeBog g mMoAews

EMECEQXETALDE ... €K TMAONC VNG TA TAVTA

KkapTovoOat

TX AUTOL AYaBa Yryvopeva ... ) Kal T TV AAAwV avOowtwv.

[6]

Thucydides begins his description by stating that the suffering of the Athenians was
increased by the unusual influx of displaced farmers into the city. He points out that the
incomers suffered most of all. His attention to detail in these lines is moving and his use of a
number of contrasts makes his account particularly striking He explains that the incomers
were forced to live in huts that were particularly hot at that time of year. As the casualties
from the plague increased, victims perished in chaotic conditions to the extent that the dead
and the dying were piled on top of each other. Thucydides’ narrative becomes more and
more horrifying and his language is graphic and vivid. He describes half-dead people
(MuBvntec) staggering around the fountains desperate for a drink of water. The sacred
places where the newcomers had encamped were filled up with corpses and normal
traditions for orderly burial broke down due to the overwhelming impact of the disaster.
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(ii)

(iii)

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

Emteoe 0 avTolg ... 1) EVYKOUOT) €K TV AYQWV G TO AOTL,
Kal ovx Nooov Toug €émeAbdvtac,

OLKLOV YAQ 0VX DTTIAXQXOVOWYV, AAA' €V KAAVPALS TVIYNEALS (00Q £TOVS DIALTWHEVWY,
0 POOEOG €ylyveTo ovdEVL KOOHW,

AAAQ kat vekot €1t AAANA0LS dTtoOvrjokovTeg EkeLVTO,
Kol &V Talg 0001g EKAAVOOUVTO,

TEQL TAG KONVAS amtdoag NLOvhTeg ToL daTog EmbL i,
T Te LeQat €V 0iC E0KTVIIVTO VEKQWV TAE 1)V,
UTteQPLACOEVOL YXQ TOD KAKOD,

£G OALYwQIlaV €TOATIOVTO KAl LleQ@V Kal 00iwVv Opolwg,
vopoL te avteg EvvetapdxOnoay,

é0amtov 0¢ we €kaotog EdVVATO

[8]
Translation is marked out of 15, divided by 3.

Kat toAAoL € avatoxvvtoug Onkag étpamovto (3 Marks)

OTIAVEL TV EMITNdEiwV dLX TO ovXVoULG 1)d1 oteBvavat odpiowv: (3 Marks)
€Tl TLEAG Yo aAdotolag pOdoavtec Toug vijoavtag (3 Marks)

ol pev émBévtec Tov Eéavtwv vekpov LN TTov, (2 Marks)

oL d¢ kalopévov dAAov EmiBaAovtec dvwOev Ov Gpégotev annoav. (4 Marks)

[5]

In this passage, Thucydides explains how the plague led to increased lawlessness in Athens.
Rapid changes of fortune led the Athenians to aim for immediate pleasure rather than
honour. Again, Thucydides uses antithesis to emphasise this point. This is particularly
effective when he describes how the rich frequently died suddenly and that those who had
been poor now possessed their property. Throughout the passage, Thucydides makes a
distinction between the Athenians’ previous moral behaviour and their crude hedonism
during and after the plague.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

éntt mA€ov avoputag to voonua (emphatic position of the subject at the end of the sentence)
A0V YaQ E£TtOApa TIC & mEOTEQOv Amekpumteto (contrast between étoAua and
ATIEKQUTITETO)

TV TE eLOALUOVWY Kal alPpvidiwg OvnokOvVTwy Kal Twv oLdEV TEOTEQOV KEKTNUEVWY,
eVOLGC B¢ Takeivwv EXOVTWV

WOTE Taxelag TG EMAVEETELS Kal TTROG TO Temvov NElovy moteloBa,

EPT|HEQA TA TE CWHATA KAL T XOT|HATA OOl 17YOULEVOL,
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KAl TO HEV TTOOOTAAXITIWEELY TG dOEAVTL KAAQ 0VdELS TTEOOVHOG 1]V,
Ot d¢ 1ON TE 1)OL MAVTAXO00eV Te €g aUTO KeEdAAEOV,
TOUTO KAl KAAOV Kol XOT|OLUOV KATETTH).

[7]

Plato Phaedo 60c8-77a5, 115b1-118a17

3

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

Translation is marked out of 15, divided by 3.
o avToV, €Pn. AAA’ DUty 1) Tolg dikaotalc PovAopat 1§dN tov Adyov dnodovvat, (4 Marks)

G poL palveTal elKOTWS AV T OVTL €V PrAocodia diatoipag Tov Blov
(3 Marks)

Oappelv HéAAWV dmoBaveloBal kal eVeATIS etval €kel péylota oloeabat ayabo émedov
teAevtrion). (4 Marks)

TS &tV oLV 1) ToLO” 0TS €xoL, @ Lippia te kat KéPng, éyw mewpdoopat poaoat. (4 Marks)

[5]

Plato presents Socrates as making a provocative argument that the real activity of
philosophers is dying and being dead. Socrates stresses that this is the activity of true
philosophers. If we accept this premise, then it would be very strange for philosophers to be
eager for death their whole lives, and then to grieve when death approaches.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

KLVOUVEVOLOL YAQ ... AeANOéval tovg dAAoug (ironic)

dooL Tuyxavovoty 000ws amtopevol prhocodlag,

0VLdEV dAAO avTol EmitndevovoLy 1) droOvrjokey Te kal tedvavat

atomov dMmov av ein meobvpeloOat pev év mavti T PBiw pndev dAAo 1) Tovto,
1JKOVTOG O& OT) AVTOV AYAVAKTELY,

0 MAAaL TEOVOLUOLVTO TE KAl ETETHOEVOV.

Plato shows us that this passage is meant to be humorous as Simmias laughs before
speaking (yeAdoag). Simmias explains that Socrates has made him laugh, although he does
not at all feel like laughing (Socrates will die soon of course). However, Simmias feels that it
is ironic that most people (those who are not philosophers) will absolutely agree with what
Socrates has just said. Simmias is relying on the ambiguity of the word Bavataot (are as
good as dead (Simmias) /want to die (Socrates)). Plato develops the humour further by
Simmias’ point that the men from his part of the world (Boeotians/Thebans) will particularly
agree with this. This would appeal to Athenians readers, as we know from Attic comedy that
Boeotians were traditionally seen as stupid and insensitive. Simmias is characterised in a
positive light in that he sees himself as a philosopher first and a Boeotian second.

Socrates responds to the point in his reply. He says that ordinary people would be quite right
if they said this. However, they would completely understand in what sense philosophers are
worthy of death (his use of a tricolon emphasises his point in an amusing way). Socrates
quickly dismisses these people and moves on with the rest of his argument.
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Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

Kat 6 Lipplag yeAaoag,

Vi) Tov Ala, €1, @ Lakoateg,

oV TtAvL Y€ ue vuvdr) YeAaoelovta €noinoag yeAdoat,

olpatl yag av Tovg MOAAOLVSE AUTO TOUTO AKOVOAVTAS DOKELV €D MAVUL elpnobatl eig Tovg
PrAocodovvrag,

KAl oVpPAVAL AV TOVG HeV Tt ULV avOpwmovg Kat tav,

Ot T OvTL ol PrtAocoPpovvtec Davatwort,

Kal AANOn v’ av Aéyotev, @ Zippia, mANV ye To0 odpag un AeAnOévat,

AéANOev yop avtolg 1) te Bavatwol kal 1) d&lol elotv Bavatov kat olov Bavatov ot wg
aAnBwg dprdoodol,

elmwpev yag, €dn, mEOg NUAS avTOVS, XAIQELY ELMOVTEG EKELVOLS,

[9]

Socrates marks out his new argument clearly. He states that there is such a thing as equality
(m1 toov), which is different from one object being equal to another; namely equality itself
(avto to (oov). Simmias agrees without question that equality itself exists. Socrates asks
whether we know what equality itself is and Simmias again accepts that we do.

Socrates then asks where we get our knowledge of equality from. He enquires whether it is
from observed objects, such as equal pieces of wood or stones, even though absolute
equality is different from them. He leaves this question hanging and considers whether equal
objects sometimes appear equal in one respect, but not in another. Simmias replies that they
do. Socrates then asks whether equality itself ever appears to be the same as inequality and
Simmias emphatically replies that this is not the case.

Socrates is certainly portrayed as authoritative and logical in these lines and this impression
is heightened by Simmias’ enthusiastic responses. However, candidates may point out that
Simmias accepts all Socrates’ points in this passage without question. Socrates does draw a
clear distinction between absolute equality and equal objects and his examples are well
chosen. However, he goes on to use them to make sweeping conclusions without
questioning important assumptions.

Candidates might comment on the following details from the Greek text to reinforce their
points:

okOTeLdn, N’ dg, el tavTa OVTWG £XEL.,

dapév mov Tt etva ioov,

oV EVA0V Aéyw EVAW ovdE AlBov A,

AGAAX TTaRA TALTA TTAVTA €TEQOV TL, AVTO TO o0V,

dopev pévtor vy A, Epn 0 Zippiag, Oavpaotag ve,

TAvL Ye, O Og,

N E0Aa 1) AlBoLG 1) AAAa ATt WDOVTEG oK,

€1eQoV OV TOUTWY,

OKOTIEL OE KAl TNOE,

&o’ oV AtBot pev oot kat EVAa éviote TavTa OvTa T HEV loa Patvetat, T O’ ov;
T 0¢; avta T loa €otiv Ote Aviod ool EPavn), 1) 1] LOOTNG aviodTtng,

OVOETIWTOTE YE, 0 LWKQATEG. [9]
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(i)

(iii)

Translation is marked out of 15, divided by 3.
OV TAVTOV AQA €0Tiv, 1) 0 6¢, TavTd Te T loa kat avto to toov. (3 Marks)
oLdA WS ot paivetal, @ Lokoates. (2 Marks)

AAAX PNV €k TOVTV Y/, €M), TV 0wV, ETé0wV OVTWV ékelvou Tov (oov,
(3 Marks)

OHWS AVTOL TNV ETUOTHUNV EVVEVONKAG TE Kat eiAndac; (3 Marks)
aAnBéotata, édn, Aéyewc. (1 Mark)
OVKODV 1) Opoiov OVTog ToVTOoLS 1) dvopoiov; (2 Marks)

ntavo ye. (1 Mark)

In this section of the argument, Plato asks whether perceived equal objects, such as equal
pieces of wood seem to us to be equal as abstract equality is equal or do they somehow fall
short of it. Candidates should explain that Plato means that these objects may make us think
of abstract equality, but we never think that they are truly equal. This example plays an
important part in the recollection argument as Plato goes on to argue that objects we
perceive make us think about absolute qualities (forms) that we could only have learned
about before birth. If we learn about qualities, such as absolute equality, before being born,
this would prove that the soul could exist outside the body and give us good reason to
believe that the soul is immortal.

Candidates who demonstrate a good understanding of Plato’s argument here and the role

this passage plays in the recollection argument will receive high marks. [6]
5 Discuss Thucydides’ portrait of Pericles in Book Il. [20]
AO1: Candidates should demonstrate a detailed knowledge of Thucydides’ description of

AO3:

Pericles in Book 2. They should show a good understanding of Pericles’ funeral speech
and Thucydides’ account of the plague in Athens. They should discuss Thucydides’
account of Pericles’ naval expedition against the Peloponnese and Pericles’ later speech
to the Athenian assembly. They should also consider Thucydides’ analysis of Pericles
career at the end of the extract and also his discussion of Pericles’ successors.

Candidates should evaluate the portrait of Pericles that Thucydides gives us in the
funeral speech. They could discuss to what extent this speech echoes Pericles’ own
opinions or whether the speech reflects Thucydides’ own opinion of what it would have
been appropriate for Pericles to say. They should consider to what extent Thucydides’
horrifying description of the plague casts doubt on the positive and patriotic sentiments
expressed by Pericles in his speech. They should evaluate Thucydides’ narrative of
Pericles’ leadership of the expedition against the Peloponnese and consider whether
Thucydides gives us sufficient information for us to judge whether this was a good use of
resources. They should evaluate the impression Thucydides gives of Pericles in his
speech to the assembly. They should discuss Thucydides’ verdict on Pericles’ career
and consider whether his positive verdict is justified from the preceding narrative or
whether it can be criticised as ‘hero-worship.’
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‘More literary artist than historian’: do you agree with this view of Thucydides, based upon
your reading of Book 1I? [20]

AO1:

AO3:

Candidates should discuss Pericles’ funeral speech and they should consider to what
extent he has shaped the original speech to suit the context. They should discuss
Thucydides’ description of the plague and how he creates a horrifying description. They
could discuss the historical narrative that follows the plague and consider to what it
extent it forms an effective contrast with Thucydides’ account of the plague. They should
discuss Thucydides’ account of how the Athenians criticised Pericles and his speech in
response. They could discuss Thucydides’ analysis of Pericles’ career and consider
whether this verdict has a tragic effect.

Candidates should evaluate Pericles’ funeral speech and Thucydides’ depiction of
Pericles as a statesman. They could consider whether Pericles could be compared to a
character from Greek tragedy (Oedipus is the obvious example). They should analyse
Thucydides’ account of the play and consider the influence not just of tragedy but also
Homer and the medical writers. They could discuss the juxtaposition of Pericles’
eloquent and optimistic speech with the horrifying account of the plague. They could
analyse how Thucydides varies his tone to emphasise the most important sections of his
history. They should analyse the effect of Pericles’ second speech and Thucydides’
comparison of Pericles with his successors. They may well conclude that there is a tragic
element to Thucydides’ judgement that it was because of the disputes between Pericles
successors that Athens lost the war.

How persuasive are Socrates’ arguments that a philosopher should welcome death? [20]

AO1:

AO3:

Candidates should demonstrate detailed knowledge of the different arguments for the
immortality in the soul in the Phaedo. They should discuss the argument that the only
possible source for the souls of the living are the souls of the dead and also the
argument that knowledge is recollection of ideas gained in a previous existence. They
should also discuss Plato’s rejection of the body and knowledge gained through the
body. They should discuss Socrates’ different methods of persuasion.

Candidates should evaluate the different arguments that Socrates uses. They are likely
to conclude that both arguments contain logical flaws. They could refer to Cebes’
objection that Plato’s argument that philosophers should welcome death depends on the
belief in the immortality of the soul. However, both arguments have persuasive elements,
particularly in context. Candidates could discuss Plato’s use of analogy and his
reference to myth. They could also consider the consequences of Plato’s scepticism of
physical knowledge and his rejection of the body.

Discuss Plato’s characterisation of Socrates and his companions. [20]

AO1:

Candidates should demonstrate detailed knowledge of Socrates’ opening discussion
with Simmias and Cebes. They should discuss how the main focus is on Socrates
himself as the other speakers in the dialogue often give predictable and supportive
answers. However, there are a number of occasions where Socrates’ companions are
effectively characterised. Simmias, Cebes, Crito and Apollodorus all come through as
individual characters, for example. However, the crucial character is, of course, Socrates
himself.
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AO3: Candidates should discuss to what extent Socrates emerges as an attractive character
in the Phaedo. Most readers will be impressed by his courage and his acceptance of
death. Candidates could also discuss his commitment to philosophy and his hope of
gaining further knowledge after death. Candidates could remark on his humour and his
concern for his companions. They may, however, not be impressed that he sends his
wife away before his death.

Candidates should discuss how effectively Plato characterises Socrates’ companions. He
describes Cebes as particularly keen to question arguments and Cebes does come up with two
of the more important objections. Simmias is also characterised positively and Plato makes use
of his Simmias’ Boeotian background and his friendship with Cebes. Plato quickly builds an
effective picture of Crito as motivated primarily by personal concern for Socrates. Even minor
characters, such as Apollodorus and the jailor hold our attention towards the end of the dialogue.
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